Nettleham Church of England
(Voluntary Aided) Junior School
Curriculum

Our School Vision
As a Christian school we believe that every member of our community should feel
wonderful, amazing, loved, valued and unique, because God made us that way. We
encourage all our children to achieve the highest possible standards and develop skills to be
lifelong learners. Our school values are: Trust, Humility, Thankfulness, Koinonia, Friendship
and Endurance.

Our Curriculum Vision
Our curriculum is rooted in our school’s Christian identity and reflects our values and vision.
Thorough academic learning is balanced and enriched by a wide variety of creative, sporting
and musical experiences. We aspire to give all our pupils the opportunities, skills and
knowledge to have the best possible chance in life.

Rationale
Intent
The Church family is at the heart of our curriculum and our curriculum is taught in such a
way as to reflect our values and vision. Our curriculum is based on the principles of balance,
coherence and relevance. The curriculum is infused with a well thought-out variety of
academic challenges balanced with an array of creative, musical and sporting enrichment
opportunities whilst also nurturing personal development. Spiritual, moral, social, cultural
development, along with physical and mental wellbeing, underpins all our work. These
elements have been carefully considered in designing a broad, balanced and ambitious
curriculum for all, which gives children the knowledge to succeed and the skills to become
lifelong learners, whichever path they take. We have an aspiration for our children to be
successful, independent, resilient, proactive learners, well rounded, passionate pupils so
they develop the skills, knowledge and understanding that will set them in good stead for
future learning and to give them the best possible chance in life. This is provided in a safe
atmosphere of mutual trust, respect and support. We strive to be an inspiring learning
community for all which reflect the school and village locality, heritage and community.
Implementation
Pupils learn best when they are happy, confident and interested. They are supported and
challenged by staff through a variety of teaching methods to make connections between
different subjects and link this to their own life experiences and prior knowledge. In this way
knowledge is retained and learning becomes secure and embedded. Misconceptions are
closely monitored and children receive effective and timely feedback. Children are
encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning and identify their own mistakes,
rectifying them where possible and appropriate.
Staff have excellent subject knowledge, which is constantly being developed, and they use
this effectively to motivate all children. They ensure that the learning environment is
attractive, stimulating and conducive to the development of knowledge, skills and concepts.
The curriculum is thoroughly enriched with a broad range and variety of trips, visitors and
engaging experiences both within lessons, throughout the day and extra-curricular activities
to enhance pupil provision. Pupils are regularly encouraged to explore their creativity and
imagination through diverse music, sports and art projects and experiences.
Formative and summative assessment are regularly used to inform teacher judgements of
attainment and progress allowing staff to identify any gaps and provide suitable levels of
intervention, support and challenge. Results are tracked and monitored through our own
assessment system and then analysed by subject leaders and senior leaders. All subjects
have clearly mapped out skills and knowledge progressions, so prior knowledge is effectively
built upon. Marking and feedback is used effectively to further learning, set targets, praise,
inform planning, correct misunderstanding, assess, recognise success and showing children
next steps to improve through reflecting on comments and personal goal setting.

The whole school family work hard to motivate and inspire our pupils to prepare them for
the world they live in today and for life.
Impact
As a result of our broad and rich curriculum, pupils develop detailed knowledge and skills
across a range of subjects, recalling and retaining facts and ideas appropriately, and, as a
result, achieve well. Where relevant, this is reflected in national test results, where children
meet government age related expectations. All pupils read competently and fluently to gain
knowledge, understanding and for pleasure. Pupils are given the necessary skills and values
to be ready for both the next stage of their education and for their future lives in the wider
world. We instil all our pupils with good morals and values to enable them to become
tolerant and compassionate individuals.
The effectiveness of our curriculum design is regularly monitored and evaluated by leaders,
and adjusted if necessary to ensure the best possible outcomes for all our pupils.

Reading
Year 3

Year 4

Year 5
Knowledge Progression

- apply growing knowledge
of root words, prefixes
and suffixes, both to read
aloud and to understand
the meaning of new
words they meet
- read further exceptions
words, noting the unusual
correspondences
between spelling and
sound, where these occur
in the word
develop positive attitudes
to reading and
understanding of what
they read by:
- listening to and
discussing a wide range
of fiction, poetry, plays,
non-fiction and reference
books or textbooks
- reading books that are
structured in different
ways and reading for a
range of purposes
- using dictionaries to
check the meaning of
words that they have read
- increasing their familiarity
with a wide range of
books, including fairy
stories, myths and
legends, and retelling
some of these orally
- identifying themes and
conventions in a wide
range of books
- preparing poems and play
scripts to read aloud and
to perform, showing
understanding through
intonation, tone, volume
and action
- discussing words and
phrases that capture the
reader’s interest and
imagination
- recognising some
different forms of poetry
[for example, free verse,
narrative poetry]

- apply growing knowledge
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words they meet
- read further exceptions
words, noting the unusual
correspondences
between spelling and
sound, where these occur
in the word
develop positive attitudes
to reading and
understanding of what
they read by:
- listening to and
discussing a wide range
of fiction, poetry, plays,
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narrative poetry]

understand what they
read, in books they can
read independently, by:

understand what they
read, in books they can
read independently, by:

Year 6

- apply growing knowledge
of root words, prefixes
and suffixes, both to read
aloud and to understand
the meaning of new
words they meet

- apply growing knowledge
of root words, prefixes
and suffixes, both to read
aloud and to understand
the meaning of new words
they meet

maintain positive
attitudes to reading and
understanding of what
they read by:
- continuing to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, non-fiction
and reference books or
textbooks
- reading books that are
structured in different
ways and reading for a
range of purposes
- increasing their familiarity
with a wide range of
books, including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction,
fiction from our literary
heritage, and books from
other cultures and
traditions
- recommending books that
they have read to their
peers, giving reasons for
their choices
- identifying and discussing
themes and conventions
in and across a wide
range of writing
- making comparisons
within and across books
- learning a wider range of
poetry by heart
- preparing poems and
plays to read aloud and to
perform, showing
understanding through
intonation, tone and
volume so that the
meaning is clear to an
audience
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Year 3
- checking that the text
makes sense to them,
discussing their
understanding and
explaining the meaning of
words in context
- asking questions to
improve their
understanding of a text
- drawing inferences such
as inferring characters’
feelings, thoughts and
motives from their
actions, and justifying
inferences with evidence
- predicting what might
happen from details
stated and implied
- identifying main ideas
drawn from more than
one paragraph and
summarising these
- identifying how language,
structure, and
presentation contribute to
meaning
and:
- retrieve and record
information from nonfiction
- participate in discussion
about both books that are
read to them and those
they can read for
themselves, taking turns
and listening to what
others say.

Year 4
- checking that the text
makes sense to them,
discussing their
understanding and
explaining the meaning of
words in context
- asking questions to
improve their
understanding of a text
- drawing inferences such
as inferring characters’
feelings, thoughts and
motives from their
actions, and justifying
inferences with evidence
- predicting what might
happen from details
stated and implied
- identifying main ideas
drawn from more than
one paragraph and
summarising these
- identifying how language,
structure, and
presentation contribute to
meaning
and:
- retrieve and record
information from nonfiction
- participate in discussion
about both books that are
read to them and those
they can read for
themselves, taking turns
and listening to what
others say.

Year 5
- checking that the book
makes sense to them,
discussing their
understanding and
exploring the meaning of
words in context
- asking questions to
improve their
understanding
- drawing inferences such
as inferring characters’
feelings, thoughts and
motives from their
actions, and justifying
inferences with evidence
- predicting what might
happen from details
stated and implied
- summarising the main
ideas drawn from more
than one paragraph,
identifying key details that
support the main ideas
- identifying how language,
structure and presentation
contribute to meaning
and:
- discuss and evaluate how
authors use language,
including figurative
language, considering the
impact on the reader
- distinguish between
statements of fact and
opinion
- retrieve, record and
present information from
non-fiction
- participate in discussions
about books that are read
to them and those they
can read for themselves,
building on their own and
others’ ideas and
challenging views
courteously
- explain and discuss their
understanding of what
they have read, including
through formal
presentations and
debates, maintaining a
focus on the topic
- and using notes where
necessary provide
reasoned justifications for
their views.

Year 6
- checking that the book
makes sense to them,
discussing their
understanding and
exploring the meaning of
words in context
- asking questions to
improve their
understanding
- drawing inferences such
as inferring characters’
feelings, thoughts and
motives from their actions,
and justifying inferences
with evidence
- predicting what might
happen from details
stated and implied
- summarising the main
ideas drawn from more
than one paragraph,
identifying key details that
support the main ideas
- identifying how language,
structure and presentation
contribute to meaning
and:
- discuss and evaluate how
authors use language,
including figurative
language, considering the
impact on the reader
- distinguish between
statements of fact and
opinion
- retrieve, record and
present information from
non-fiction
- participate in discussions
about books that are read
to them and those they
can read for themselves,
building on their own and
others’ ideas and
challenging views
courteously
- explain and discuss their
understanding of what
they have read, including
through formal
presentations and
debates, maintaining a
focus on the topic
- and using notes where
necessary provide
reasoned justifications for
their views.

