
Progression of Vocabulary - Geography 
 
 

Topic related 
Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

• Bird’s eye view  
• Contrasting localities 
• Neighbourhood 
• Relief 
• Vegetation 
• Fieldwork 
• Landscape 
• Sand dune formation 
• Erosion 
• Salt marsh 
• Creek/lagoon/river/stream 
• Hills/mountains/coasts 

 
 

• Continent 
• Europe. 
• Russia 
• North/South America 
• Border  
• Aztecs  
• Northern/Southern 

Hemisphere 
• Prime/Greenwich Meridian  
• Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn. 
• Equatorial 
• Tropical 
• Temperate 
• Polar.  
• Arctic 
• Antartic 

 

• Asia  
• Chembakolli  
• Employment 
• Land use 
• Economic activity 
• Rural 
• Urban 

 

 

 

• Counties 
• Tectonic activity 
• Climatic zone  
• Economy 
• Polar regions 
• International dateline 
• Time zones 
• Andes  
• World trade  
• Exports 
• Biomes 
• Vegetation belts 
 

 

General 
Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

• Settlement 
• Historical site 
• Exploration 
• Observation  
• Collaboration. 
• Key map symbols  
• Cardinal compass points 
• Inter-cardinal points 
• Natural/man-made features 
• Ordnance survey maps 
• UK countries 
• British Isles 
• Counties 
• Capital cities in UK 
• Local 
• Maps/atlas/globe 

 
 

• Equator 
• Latitude  
• Tropics 
• Longitude  
• Volcano 
• Core 
• Mantle 
• Crust 
• Cross section 
• Fault lines. 
• Mountain types 
• Plate tectonics. 
• Earthquake 
• Water cycles 
• Environmental regions 

• Computer mapping  
• Location 
• Annotate  
• Employment 
• Trade links 
• World’s Continents 
• Oceans/Seas 
• Europe 
• Bordering countries 

 
 
 
 
 

• Topography 
• Physical features 
• Human geography 
• Economic factors 
• Climate 
• Grid references 
• Symbols 
• Key 
• Ordinance survey map 
• Natural resources – 

including distribution of 
energy, food, minerals, 
water. 

 
 
 


